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While the end of the school year is 
on the doorstep, with only 14 school 
days remaining, it is difficult to contain 
my excitement about next year!  While 
we will be saying some goodbyes and 
wishing the class of 2018 all the best, 
there continues to be new things coming 
to Moshannon Valley.  Our new 
Benchmark Literacy reading program will 
implement the writing component, new 
AP training, and the implementation of 
GoMath in grades K-2, highlight just a 
few of those changes. 

Our Elementary Reading Program, 
Benchmark Literacy, a research-based 
curriculum structured around Common 
Core expectations, focused on skill 
acquisition, and building all the essential 
areas of literacy.  The writing 
component, Writer’s Workshop, was just 
introduced in January and will be fully 
implemented in all elementary grades 
starting in September. 

While the District had some 
technology for use with the program, we 
will be adding technology to support all 
of the features of the new programs. 

This summer, our high school 
computer instructor, Mr. Rudy Kowalcyk, 

is completing the training for AP 
Computer Science with the intention to 
add the Advanced Placement class as a 
course option in the future.  It is great to 
further the talents of our many talented 
computer and technology students.   

I know everyone is excited to finish 
the school year, but so much more lies 
on the horizon for Moshannon Valley, 
and the entire school community should 
be excited about the possibilities.  

I want to close out the 2017-2018 
staff newsletters by saying thank you to 
all staff members for all the 
contributions you have made to the 
success of our school, and for 
information you have shared about the 
successes of our students and staff. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around the District 

Six 6th Grade Students participated in 
Band Fest at East Juniata High School; 
rehearsing and performing with 140+ 
select band students.  The conductor 
was Dr. Stowman of Messiah College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTAJ reporter Melissa Steininger 
visited to do a story on the Moshannon 
Valley Bocce Team, the PIAA and 
Special Olympics partnership.  Our first 
scrimmage against Bald Eagle High 
School is Monday, May 14, at 3:30 in the 
high school gym.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Forward to 2018-2019! 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger (information from PASA) 
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& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

School Climate Team… 
For the past 8 months members of the 

School Climate Team have been working to 
gather and analyze data about our school 
climate based on student, staff, parent, and 
community input. 

The team is tasked with creating goal 
statements, determining action steps, and 
aligning them to measurement criteria.  A 
two-year action plan will then guide district 
initiatives, comprehensive planning, and 
other aspects of district operations.  Three 
overarching goals derived from our data will 
guide our District as we move forward.  One 
goal is focused on students, one on staff, 
and one on parent and community   

Student Goal: Students at Moshannon 
Valley School District will exhibit coping 
strategies and perseverance in meeting 
academic expectations and appropriate 
social-emotional development. 

 Increase student understanding of 
academic perseverance and 
improve their skills in meeting 
expectations 

  
 

 May 12: Prom 
 May 18: Kindergarten, 2nd and 6th Grade Field Trips 
 May 20: Baccalaureate  
 May 21: 1st Grade Field Trip 
 May 23: CCCTC Graduation [Curwensville HS] 
 May 24-25: Math Club Field Trip 
 May 25: Freshman Trip 
 May 28: Memorial Day No School 
 May 30: HS Academic Awards 
 May 31: 6th Grade Graduation 
 June 1: 2018 Commencement  

 
 

Mr. Cervenak has been teaching social studies for 24 years.  “We are 
finishing the school year in civics with the unit on political parties and 
elections.  I feel this is one of the most important units in civics, as it 
exposes students on the process for registering to vote, the process of 
voting, what political parties do, and how they are designed to function,” 
commented Mr. Cervenak.  He hopes students retain this knowledge, and 
as educated voters, utilize their awareness to make sound decisions when 
they vote for the first time.   

In addition to class, it is also prom season.  “I was in charge of the 
prom for many years and then stepped down when my son was born.  
However, prom fever struck again and I am back along with my wonderful 
co-adviser Mrs. Kephart.  Hope the kids enjoy the "Enchanted Forest."   

We would like to say “Thank You” for your continuous support of 
Moshannon Valley students! 
 

Members of The Knights, Camera, Action 
cast of the Jungle Book Kids.  
  

 
Parent and Community Goal: The 

school board and administration will 
support the development and 
implementation of a comprehensive 
communication plan to inform and involve 
parent and community members about the 
Moshannon Valley School District 
educational environment. 

 Increase the perception of the 
MVSD in a positive way by 
developing and implementing a 
community/parent communication 
plan. 

 
Staff Goal: To support college and 

career readiness, Moshannon Valley 
Educators will connect curriculum content 
to student career pathways through 
accelerated learning opportunities, dual 
enrollment relationships, and technical skill 
development. 

 As a result of changes in society, 
Moshannon Valley needs to 
provide additional supports in the 
areas of college and career 
readiness to ensure students are 
more successful after graduation 
from the district. 

 
Look for more information and work 

from this committee as we start the 2018-
2019 school year!  

[Top] Mr. Rob Reed recognizes Karly 
Sherkel at the annual music banquet.  
[Bottom] Music instructor Mr. Sproull 
presents a trophy to Ethan Reed. 


